
 

 

 

 

  

 

As June draws to a close, we're reflecting on National Indigenous History Month and 
the powerful stories shared through Carrying the Fire: Indigenous Women Restoring 
the Land. The third and final episode of this three-part podcast series is now live, so if 
you haven't caught the full series yet, now's a great time. This month's newsletter also 
covers campfire safety, wildfire preparedness, and a few simple steps to make your 
home more wildfire-resilient this summer. 
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Keep Your Campfire FireSmart  

 

Heading out camping? Jerry the BC Parks Moose and Ember the FireSmart Fox want to 
help you keep your campfire safe. 
 
Before lighting up, check BCwildfire.ca or the BC Wildfire app, and check with local or 
Indigenous governments for any campfire bans in the area. If there's no ban in place, 
keep these basics in mind:  

• Skip the campfire on windy days 

• Use a designated fire ring 

• Don't collect firewood in a park, and use locally sourced wood to avoid 
spreading invasive species 

• Keep your fire under 0.5 m high and 0.5 m wide 

• Have at least 8 L of water or a hand tool on hand 

• Never leave a campfire unattended 

• When you’re done, make sure it's fully out with coals cool to the touch 

• Store extra firewood at least 10 metres from your home 

• If a ban is in place, or you'd rather skip the smoke, use a CSA-rated propane 
campfire instead 

A few simple precautions go a long way in protecting the places we all enjoy.  

Fun with Jerry and Ember  
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What We Heard: Wildfire Act Engagement Report  

 

BC Wildfire Service has prepared a What We Heard report summarizing input from 
local governments during early engagement on potential updates to the Wildfire Act 
related to prevention regulation. This report reflects feedback, insights and 
suggestions provided through webinar discussions, written responses, several one-
on-one meetings, and our breakout session at the Wildfire Resiliency Training Summit 
this spring. If you have any questions, comments, or further feedback please feel free 
to reach out to BCWS.Engagement@gov.bc.ca. 

 

 

 

 

Now Streaming: Carrying the Fire, The Full Series  

All three episodes of Carrying the Fire: Indigenous Women Restoring the Land are now 
available. This special Get FireSmart Podcast series shares stories of strength, 
knowledge, and community from Indigenous women working to restore cultural 
burning practices and rebuild relationships with fire across BC. 
 
Episode 1, “Reignition”: Ashley O'Neil, firefighter and burn boss from ʿaqʳam, 
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Ktunaxa Nation, on how cultural burning knowledge was interrupted and is being 
rebuilt through listening to Elders. 
 
Episode 2, “Restoration”: Darlene Vegh, Gitanyow First Nation Elder and fire 
historian, on mapping where good fire once lived and bringing youth onto the land to 
learn it again. 
 
Episode 3, “Reconnection”: Samantha Draney of the Skeetchestn Indian Band, on 
reconnecting with land and medicine, and what it means to burn with purpose. 
 
Find the full series on your favourite podcast app. 

Subscribe on Spotify  

 

Subscribe on Apple Podcasts  

 

Subscribe on YouTube  
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Get Ready Now: Wildfire Preparedness Essentials  

 

Wildfire season is here, and a little preparation goes a long way. Here are a few 
resources worth having on hand: 

• Pack a grab-and-go bag for everyone in your household: PreparedBC.ca/grab-
and-go 

• Keep the Emergency Wildfire Preparedness Checklist on hand so you know the 
key steps if you need to evacuate 

• Review your coverage with the Insurance Bureau of Canada 

• Know where to find trusted updates, like your First Nation or local government 
website, and emergencyinfobc.ca 

Get FireSmart  
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FireSmart Family Day in West Kelowna  

 

Each year, West Kelowna Fire Rescue hosts FireSmart Family Day, a free community 
event with live FireSmart demos, a kids' activity zone, and the chance to meet Ember 
the Fire Fox and spray a fire hose. This year's event, held May 23 at Fire Station #31, 
also connected residents with the FireSmart Grant Program, which helps fund home 
and community wildfire risk reduction in partnership with Westbank First Nation and 
the Community Resiliency Investment Program. 
 
With a wildfire at Kalamoir Park putting hundreds of West Kelowna households under 
evacuation alert this month, the work this community has put into wildfire 
preparedness feels especially timely. Our thoughts are with everyone affected. 

Watch the Event Video  
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Keep the Kids FireSmart This Summer  

 

With school out and more time outdoors, summer is a great time to explore FireSmart 
For Kids with the young people in your life. The site is packed with games, activities, 
colouring pages, and stories that make learning about wildfire resilience fun. 

Learn More  
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Screen Your Vents Against Embers  

 

Embers can sneak into your home through unscreened vents, igniting things from the 
inside out. Check that all vents (attic, crawl space, soffit) are covered with non-
combustible mesh screening with openings no larger than 3 mm. It's a quick check 
that closes off one of the easiest ways embers get in. 
 
Take a look at the FireSmart BC Begins With You Guide for more seasonal tips. 

Begins With You Guide  
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FireSmart Plant of the Month: Rosy Pussytoes  

 

Meet Rosy Pussytoes (Antennaria rosea), a low-growing, fire-resistant perennial with 
silvery-green foliage and soft pink blooms from late spring into early summer. It 
spreads into a dense mat, making it a great living mulch and a wildfire-resilient 
alternative to bark in the intermediate zone. 

• Leaves reach about 5 cm tall; flowers typically 20 cm, up to 40 cm 

• Loved by bees and butterflies, but deer tend to avoid its fuzzy leaves 

• A great fit for sunny xeriscape gardens 

• Extremely cold hardy 

See More Details  
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of the Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre. 
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