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Dec 4™, 2025 Ground Breaking Ceremony -Left to Right Edwin Grieve, Trevor Sam-

son, lan Munroe, Bruce Green, Richard Hardy, Doug DeMarzo, lan Ham, Daniel Ar-
bour, Nicole Rempel
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Message from the Fire Chief

As | reflect on the past year, | am once again reminded that the Union Bay /
Fanny Bay Fire Rescue exists solely because of the commitment,
dedication, and selflessness of our volunteer firefighters. There is no
greater truth about our department than this: without volunteers willing to
answer the call at any hour, in any condition, there would be no fire

protection service for our communities.

Being a volunteer firefighter is not simply a role, it is a lifestyle that

extends well beyond the fire hall. Each call impacts not only the individual
firefighter, but also their families, employers, and loved ones. Training nights, emergency responses, disrupted
holidays, missed family moments, and the physical and emotional toll of emergency service are realities that
our members and their families willingly accept in service to others. Their support networks are an often
unseen but essential part of our department’s strength.
The communities of Union Bay and Fanny Bay recognize and deeply respect this sacrifice. Our firefighters are
not distant professionals; they are neighbours, friends, coworkers, and family members. This connection
fosters a unique level of trust, one that is felt every time a firefighter offers reassurance during someone’s
most difficult moments.
This past year also marks a historic milestone for our department with the start of construction on a new fire
hall. This project represents a major accomplishment that has been many years in the planning and reflects a
shared commitment to the future of fire protection in our communities. The new hall will enhance our
operational readiness, training capacity, and overall safety for both firefighters and the public. We are
sincerely grateful for the current support of our many stakeholders, most notably the Comox Valley Regional
District— whose leadership and collaboration have been instrumental in moving this project forward. Equally
important is the long-standing support of our department membership, whose patience, advocacy, and belief
in this vision laid the groundwork long before construction began.
To our firefighters, their families, and the communities we serve—thank you for your continued support,

trust, and commitment.

Respectfully,
lan W. Ham
Fire Chief

Union Bay / Fanny Bay Fire Rescue



Our Values and Mission

Union Bay/ Fanny Bay Fire Rescue respectfully acknowledges that it operates on the

unceded traditional territory of the K’émoks First Nation.
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A Year at a Glance — 2025 Key operational highlight.

Mobile
Computer
Assisted
Dispatch Units
Installed in
vehicles to
enhance
incident details

New Shelter for
Fanny Bay
Rescue 82

New Tender has
been ordered to
replace FB

‘Tanker 84
) L]
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Over 100 hrs. of annual Bb
training per fire fighter.
This does not include
off site, online, or

weekend training.

Community Education and Events 4

8

13

Educational Talks /
Presentations

School/Community
Group Visits

Community Events

Education



Incident Response Analysis - Response Performance

was the average time from page out to on route

FIRST RESP ORANGE

# of Incidents

Top 10 Incident

FIRST RESP RED

STRUCTURE FIRE
HYDRO NON EMERGENCY

FIRST RESP PURPLE
MVI [ EXTRICATION
BURNING COMPLAINT

ALARMS RESIDENTIAL
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT

DUTY OFFICER

Totals by Year
FromJan121toDec 3125

Amount
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Who We Are - Department Organization

Administration

Comox Valley Regional District,
General Manager of Community Services - Doug DeMarzo

Comox Valley Regional District,
Regional Rural Fire Chief - Bruce Green

Union Bay/Fanny Bay Fire Chief - [an W Ham

UBFR Assistant Chief | UBFR Assistant Chief
Operations - Training-
Sandy Pridmore Steve Strachan

FBFR Assistant Chief UBFR Assistant
Operations- Chief- Darcy Rainey
Max Mielke

Volunteer/Paid-On-Call Fire Fighters - Union Bay Fire Rescue

Captain — Travis Mepham

Fire Fighter - Paul Hiebert

Captain - Alan Roberts

Fire Fighter - Rob Hollands

Lieutenant — Rikk Buijs

Fire Fighter - Rick Jeffery

Lieutenant — Mike Jager

Fire Fighter - Robert Jeffery

Lieutenant — Joe Tarnowski

Fire Fighter - Thomas Kennelly

Fire Fighter- Steven Balogh

Fire Fighter - Eddie Parinas

Fire Fighter- Alexis Barents

Fire Fighter - Jun Terado

Fire Fighter- Brayden Cristiano

Fire Fighter - Matthew Tirrell

Fire Fighter- Cameron Duff

Fire Fighter -Peter Wharram

Fire Fighter- Joe Gariepy

Fire Fighter — Susan Hargreaves

Fire Fighter - Jim Hargreaves

Volunteer/Paid-On-Call Fire Fighters- Fanny Bay Fire Rescue

Captain - Ken Morgan

Fire Fighter - Kyle Humphrey

Captain - Jon Zand

Fire Fighter- Jarek Matysiak

Lieutenant- Robert Cambell

Fire Fighter - Matt McNaughton

Fire Fighter — Daniel Eichstadter

JR Fire Fighter — Kaden Paul

Fire Fighter- Michael Francetic

Fire Fighter - Mark Schiml

Fire Fighter — Shannon Garlinski

Fire Fighter- Mike Smith




Moments from 2025

From community events and public education to informal conversations on the street, our
volunteer firefighters remain a trusted and visible presence throughout Union Bay and
Fanny Bay. These moments reflect the strong relationships built through service,

commitment, and genuine care for the people we protect.

Training Together




Awards, Achievements, and Years of Dedicated Service

This page recognizes the dedication and commitment of our members whose years of service and
achievements reflect the core values of volunteerism and community service. Each award represents
countless hours of training, and emergency response

Sandy Pridmore 30
years of Service

Al Roberts - Fire Fighter
of the Year Award

.

Kyle Humphrey - Rookie Steve Strachan - Chief's
of the Year Award

Mark Schiml - First
Responder Award



